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Cooper Basin Mine Site

 Overabundance of dogs

 Human-animal issues

 Mange

 Environmental 

responsibility to control 

numbers

 Poor baiting programs

 Existing research interests



Project Objectives

 Gain an understanding of how dingoes use the 

mine site landscape

 Calculate activity area/home range so we can 

define the planning area scale

 Monitor activity at the waste management facility

 Evaluate anthropogenic food and resource benefits 

for dingoes

 Help overcome the management issues of too 

many dingoes



Habitat



Waste Management Facility



Methods – Capture & Handling

 Victor #3

 Ketch pole

 Processing board

 Hirudoid crème

 Morphology 

measurements

 Ear tag and DNA

 Collar fitting



That’s me 

setting a trap

That’s the dog I’m 

trapping
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GPS Collaring

 27 LOTEK collars

 Time Release Drop-offs

 Portal upload – real time



Safety



Happy Days !!



Methods - Camera Trapping

 90 camera traps set 

around the mine site

 Camera trap placed on 

rubbish tip pit



Results – Home Range/Activity Area

 MCP 95%

 UD 95%

 Range 7 - 2526 Km2



Results – Dog type

 Three dog groupings 

based on visitation to the 

WMF and home range 

size

– Tip dogs

– Peripatetic dogs

– Desert dogs



Results - Movement

 Some long forays

 Some rarely use the tip

 Others reliant on 

anthropogenic food 

resources



Results – Tip Use Patterns



Management Outcomes

 Planning area needs to be large and recognise the 

different patterns of activity between dogs

 Anthropogenic resources need to be better 

managed to exclude dingoes

 Exclusion fencing needs upgrading and serviced

 Better baiting programs are required 

 Feral cats !!!!!!!!!



Where is the trap ?


